NORTHPORT/LEELANAU TOWNSHIP
UTILITIES AUTHORITY

NORTHPORT/LEELANAU TOWNSHIP UTILITIES AUTHORITY
August 11, 2026
9:30 a.m.
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

AGENDA

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda
4. Approval of Minutes of the June 9, 2026, meeting
5. Public Comment/Correspondence
6. Payment of the Bills: (June-August)
7. Staff Reports
A. Clerk’s Report
B. Deputy Treasurer Report
C. Superintendent’s Report
D. JACOBS Monthly Report
8. Discussion/ Potential Action Items:
1. Correspondence from Tom Grier, regarding Parcel 008-225-025-20
2. Ace Welding Quote for fabrication of safety rails

3. MBBR Quote Approval

4. Landia Mixer Quote approval

9. Public Comment
10. Member Comment

11. Adjournment



Northport/Leelanau Township Utilities Authority

Regular Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chair Mike McMillan called the regular meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. in the absence of
Chair Chris McCann.

II. ROLL CALL

Board Members Present:
Mike McMillan, Barbara Conley, James Root. Chris Holton

Board Members Absent:
Chris McCann

Staff Present:
Joni Scott, Clerk

III. ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

No additions or corrections were made to the agenda.

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

James Root moved, supported by Barbara Conley, to approve the April 14. 2026. regular
meeting minutes as presented.

Motion carried.

V. PUBLIC COMMENT / CORRESPONDENCE

Elizabeth Mallek addressed the Board regarding recent parcel splits within the Sewer
Assessment District (SAD). She expressed concerns that future parcel divisions should include
better coordination between the Northport/Leelanau Township Utilities Authority. Leelanau
Township, and the Village of Northport to ensure sewer assessments and connection
requirements are properly addressed. She suggested implementing a review process requiring
municipal approval before land divisions are finalized to help prevent future issues.



V1. PAYMENT OF BILLS

Clerk Scott presented the bills for the period of April through June totaling $168,847.47. The
majority of the expenditures consisted of the Authority's semi-annual debt service payments
made to the Village of Northport and Leelanau Township.

Discussion occurred regarding increased electrical costs at the wastewater treatment plant. Staff
explained the increase was primarily attributable to higher wastewater flows experienced during
recent wet weather events.

Barbara Conley moved, supported by Chris Holton. to approve payment of the bills in the
amount of $168,847.47.

Roll Call Vote:

McMillan — Yes
Conley — Yes
Root — Yes
Holton — Yes

Motion carried.

VII. STAFF REPORTS

A. Clerk's Report

Clerk Scott reported that two additional grinder pumps had been purchased to maintain adequate
inventory for emergency replacements.

Scott also reported on the Deputy Treasurer's activities, including processing utility receipts,
preparing deposits. and maintaining customer account records.

Discussion occurred regarding implementation of the Authority's new BS&A financial
software. Staff recommended discussing future procedures for handling deposits and Treasurer
responsibilities once the system is fully implemented. The Board requested that the item be
placed on a future agenda.

Scott further advised that the Authority's annual audit presentation would likely occur at the
August meeting pending confirmation with the auditors.



B. Deputy Treasurer's Report

The Deputy Treasurer's report was received.

C. Superintendent's Report
Superintendent Holton reported on recent operational activities, including:

Assisting Jacobs with force main cleaning and routine maintenance activities.
Completion of a new sewer connection on East Circle Drive.

Ongoing cross-connection inspections to identify improper sump pump and stormwater
connections.

Continued field inspections of grinder pump installations.

A damaged manhole frame and cover on North Shore Drive requiring repair after winter
snowplowing operations.

Holton emphasized that identifying and eliminating sources of infiltration and inflow remains an
important priority in reducing unnecessary flows entering the wastewater system.

D. Jacobs Monthly Report
Mark Huggard presented the monthly operations report.

Jacobs reported that a significant rainfall event resulted in the treatment plant receiving over
158,000 gallons of wastewater during a single day. exceeding the daily design flow associated
with phosphorus treatment. Although the treatment plant continued operating effectively, the
event demonstrated the impact that wet weather and infiltration and inflow have on plant
operations.

Routine maintenance activities, grinder pump service, lift station inspections, and force main

maintenance continued throughout the reporting period.

VIII. DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS

A. Capacity Study Presentation — Tasks 1 & 2

Steve Roberts and Christy McCarthy of Jacobs presented the results of the first two phases of the
Authority's Capacity Study, including evaluations of both the wastewater treatment plant and the
collection system.



Wastewater Treatment Plant Evaluation

Jacobs reported that the biological treatment process has sufficient capacity to accommodate
more than double the Authority's current organic loading. The consultants explained that the
biological treatment system is performing well and is not the limiting factor within the facility.

The study found that the primary operational constraint occurs during significant wet weather
events when the polishing filters receive flows that exceed their intended hydraulic capacity.
While the treatment plant is capable of treating the existing organic load. excessive peak flows
create operational challenges within the polishing filter system.

Jacobs explained that reducing peak wet weather flows would significantly improve treatment
performance while maximizing the useful life of the existing infrastructure.

Collection System Analysis

Using a hydraulic computer model. Jacobs evaluated the performance of the Authority's
wastewater collection system under both average and peak flow conditions.

The analysis identified several locations where the collection system approaches hydraulic
capacity during significant storm events. including portions of:

North Mill Street

North Shore Drive

South Shore Drive

North Bay Street

South Shabwasong Street

Jacobs explained that these locations experience increased surcharge potential primarily during
large rainfall events associated with infiltration and inflow entering the sanitary sewer system.

The consultants further noted that, under normal operating conditions. the collection system
continues to function effectively and retains capacity to serve additional users.

Infiltration and Inflow
Considerable discussion focused on infiltration and inflow entering the sanitary sewer system.
Jacobs and staft discussed:

e Improper sump pump connections.
e Foundation drains connected to the sanitary sewer.
e Groundwater infiltration into existing infrastructure.



e Continued cross-connection inspections.
e Public education and enforcement efforts to eliminate prohibited stormwater connections.

Board members agreed that identifying and eliminating unnecessary sources of infiltration and
inflow should remain a priority before undertaking major capital improvements.

Flow Equalization

Jacobs presented flow equalization as the preferred alternative for reducing excessive peak wet
weather flows.

The consultants explained that a flow equalization basin would temporarily store excess
wastewater during storm events before gradually returning the flow to the treatment plant after
peak conditions subside.

Jacobs explained that flow equalization would:

Reduce hydraulic loading on the polishing filters.

Improve treatment performance during heavy rainfall events.

Maximize the capacity of the existing treatment plant.

Potentially delay or eliminate the need for substantially more expensive treatment plant

expansions.

Board members discussed the feasibility of flow equalization, anticipated costs, basin sizing, and
implementation considerations. Jacobs advised that additional engineering analysis. cost
estimates, and recommendations would be presented during a future meeting.

During the question-and-answer portion of the presentation, Board members asked additional
questions regarding the hydraulic model, infiltration and inflow assumptions, flow equalization,
and future system improvements.

Near the conclusion of the presentation, a sudden power outage interrupted the meeting. As a
result, the Board was unable to complete the Capacity Study presentation or consider the
remaining agenda items.

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT

Following the interruption, Elizabeth Mallek provided additional comments regarding the
Capacity Study. Discussion focused on the hydraulic model, infiltration and inflow assumptions,
the importance of identifying sources of excess water entering the sanitary sewer system, and the
anticipated costs associated with future system improvements.



X. ADJOURNMENT

Due to the unexpected power outage, the meeting was adjourned before completion of the
remaining agenda items. The remaining business on the agenda, including the Ace Welding
quote for fabrication of safety rails, was not considered and will be brought back at a future
meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Joni Scott
NLTUA Clerk



CHECK REGISTER FOR NLTUA
CHECK DATE 06/10/2026 - 07/31/2026

Check Date Check vendor Name Amount
Bank NLTUA GENERAL

06/17/2026 5096 BS& A SOFTWARE 1,000.00
06/17/2026 5097 CONSUMERS ENERGY 7,747.61
06/17/2026 5098 GFL ENVIRONMENTAL 70.00
06/17/2026 5099 LEELANAU COMMUNITY ENERGY,LLC 944.67
06/25/2026 5100 AT & T 69.25
06/25/2026 5101 BS& A SOFTWARE 4,375.00
06/25/2026 5102 DTE ENERGY 194.19
06/25/2026 5103 MANER COSTERISAN 5,000.00
06/25/2026 5104 RUNNING, WISE & FORD P.L.C. 1,924.00
07/07/2026 5105 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5,906.45
07/07/2026 5106 LEELANAU TOWNSHIP 1,109.60
07/07/2026 5107 MILAN SUPPLY COMPANY 7,378.98
07/07/2026 5108 VILLAGE OF NORTHPORT 8,317.21
07/15/2026 5109 BS& A SOFTWARE 300.00
07/15/2026 5110 CONSUMERS ENERGY 246.84
07/15/2026 5111 GFL ENVIRONMENTAL 70.00
07/17/2026 5112 US POSTMASTER 356.85
NLTUA TOTALS:

Total of 17 checks: 45,010.65
Less 0 void Checks: 0.00
Total of 17 Disbursements: 45,010.65

08/06/2026 02:00 PM

Page:

1/1



CLERK'S REPORT
August 11, 2026
Submitted by Joni Scott, Clerk

Dear Board Members,

Please find the following updates for this meeting:

1) June 29, 2026 High Rainfall Event

On June 29, 2026, the Authority experienced an unusually heavy rainfall event that resulted in
172,580 gallons of influent being received at the wastewater treatment plant, exceeding our
permitted daily flow of 132,000 gallons. The exceedance was reported to the appropriate
regulatory agencies.

While this is not typically something I include in my report, I wanted to recognize the
exceptional efforts made that day. I spent much of the event fielding calls and concerns from
residents while maintaining communication with the Village DPW and the Jacobs operations
team. Several lift stations were underwater for multiple hours; however, the collection system
performed remarkably well throughout the event. Thanks to the excellent communication and
coordination among everyone involved, I was able to reassure residents that the sewer system
remained stable despite the historic rainfall.

2) BS&A Conversion

The Authority successfully went live with the BS&A software on July 15, 2026, marking a
significant milestone for the organization. Our first quarterly sewer billing was completed and
mailed on July 17th using the new system.

As with any software implementation, we continue to work through a few minor issues and
fine-tune the system. Overall, the transition has gone well, and we are excited to now offer our
customers the convenience of online payment options, along with improved reporting and
account management capabilities.

3) Grinder Pump Purchases

The Authority purchased three (3) new grinder pumps during the months of June and July to
maintain adequate inventory for emergency replacements and new sewer connections.



4) Grinder Pump Service Call — 11251 North Shore Drive

The Authority responded to an unusual grinder pump service call at 11251 North Shore Drive.
During the investigation, it was determined that a plumbing drain snake or auger had entered the
grinder basin and damaged several components, including floats and pump wiring. Staff also
found the grinder pump had become disconnected from the guide rail and was lying on its side
within the basin.

The system required extensive troubleshooting, repairs, replacement of damaged components,
and multiple operational tests before it was restored to normal service. Fortunately, the damage
did not require a complete grinder pump replacement.

This call falls under the Authority's Call-Out Policy, and the property owner will be billed for
the associated costs, including call-out labor, regular labor, materials, and any additional
follow-up work required to restore the system.

5) Richardson Parcel — Woolsey Lake Road

On July 2, 2026, I received Attorney Tom Grier's opinion letter regarding the Richardson parcel
on Woolsey Lake Road. This opinion was the result of considerable coordination between
myself, Tom Grier, and Stephen Mann to ensure the matter was thoroughly researched and
documented.

Upon receipt, I distributed the opinion letter to the entire NLTUA Board. The letter has since
been forwarded to the Leelanau Township Attorney for review and further consideration.

6) Audit Update

The audit being conducted by Maner Costerisan is nearing completion. All requested
documentation has been submitted electronically, and communication with the audit team has
gone very well throughout the engagement. [ am currently waiting to hear from the audit team
regarding the scheduling of their presentation to the Board, at which time they will present the
audit results and financial statements.

7) Capacity Study Update

At this time, I have not received any additional updates from Stephen Roberts regarding the
Capacity Study. I have reached out to him to inquire about the status of the project and whether
the study is nearing completion. I will provide the Board with an update as soon as additional
information becomes available.



8) Project Quotes for Board Consideration

Jacobs has provided several quotes for projects identified at the wastewater treatment plant that
will require Board consideration:

e Ace Welding submitted a proposal in the amount of $9,830.43 to fabricate and install a
new operator platform with safety rails.

e Ace Welding also submitted a proposal in the amount of $18,452.30 for rehabilitation
and coating of the MBBR tank.

e A Landia Mixer proposal was received in the amount of $17,947.00. This equipment
replacement is included in the Authority's current budget and is one of the capital items
budgeted for annually.

These proposals have been forwarded by Jacobs and are included in the meeting packet for the
Board's review and consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Joni Scott
Clerk, Northport/Leelanau Township Utilities Authority



TRIAL BALANCE REPORT FOR NLTUA
Balance As of 07/31/2026

OrigGLNum Balance Balance
pebit 07/31/2026 Credit 07/31/2026
GL Number Description Normal (Abnormal) Normal (Abnormal)
590-000-001.000 590-000.000-001.000 NLTUA CASH-CHECKING 338,718.42
590-000-001.001 590-000.000-001.001 CASH-NORTHPORT VILLAGE 13,561.88
590-000-001.002 590-000.000-001.002 CASH-LEELANAU TOWNSHIP 17,598.29
590-000-028.000 590-000.000-028.000 UTILITY BILLS RECEIVABLE 259,555.55
590-000-029.000 590-000.000-029.000 UTILITIES PENALTY RECEIVABLE 1,043.91
590-000-142.000 590-000.000-142.000 LAND IMPROVEMENTS 241,647.40
590-000-144.000 590-000.000-144.000 PLANT EQUIPMENT 350,835.17
590-000-146.000 590-000.000-146.000 OFFICE EQUIPMENT & FURNITURE 15,337.29
590-000-147.000 590-000.000-147.000 ACCUM DEP-OFFICE EQUIP & FURN 176,668.79
590-000-202.000 590-000.000-202.000 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 20,787.95
590-000-226.000 590-000.000-226.000 DUE TO TOWNSHIPS-LEELANAU 13,038.94
590-000-227.000 590-000.000-227.000 DUE TO VILLAGES-NORTHPORT 73,125.44
590-000-230.000 590-000.000-230.000 DUE TO VILLAGE OF NPT. LOAN 43,620.79
590-000-390.000 590-000.000-390.000 Fund Balance 759,563.80
590-000-452.000 590-000.000-452.000 HOOK UP APPLICATION/PERMIT FEE 800.00
590-000-642.000 590-000.000-642.000 OPERATION/MAINTENANCE FEES 403,398.43
590-000-655.000 590-000.000-655.000 LATE CHARGES INTEREST 1,537.72
590-000-669.000 590-000.000-669.000 MISC. REVENUE 111.91
590-101-727.000 590-101.000-727.000 OPERATING SUPPLIES 1,300.00
590-101-740.000 590-101.000-740.000 POSTAGE 709.43
590-101-800.000 590-101.000-800.000 CONTRACTUAL SERVICE 23,345.42
590-101-801.000 590-101.000-801.000 LEGAL SERVICES 1,924.00
590-101-802.000 590-101.000-802.000 CPA SERVICES 5,000.00
590-101-955.000 590-101.000-955.000 MISCELLANEOUS 406.08
590-102-850.000 590-102.000-850.000 TELEPHONE 1,098.36
590-102-920.000 590-102.000-920.000 UTILITIES/ ELECTRIC 24,609.23
590-102-925.000 590-102.000-925.000 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 122,898.24
590-102-945.000 590-102.000-945.000 EQUIPMENT 4,770.00
590-103-727.000 590-103.000-727.000 OPERATING SUPPLIES 4,429.76
590-103-850.000 590-103.000-850.000 TELEPHONE 1,310.97
590-103-920.000 590-103.000-920.000 UTILITIES/ ELECTRIC 5,415.46
590-103-921.000 590-103.000-921.000 UTILITIES/ GAS 334.03
590-103-925.000 590-103.000-925.000 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 18,540.00
590-103-945.000 590-103.000-945.000 EQUIPMENT 6,228.98
Total A1l Funds 1,476,635.82 1,476,635.82

08/06/2026 02:09 PM Page: 1/1
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vacobs

Challenging today.
Reinventing tomorrow.

July 10", 2026
Attn: Joni Scott/Clerk

Northport Leelanau Township Utility Authority, NLTUA

Project name: Northport
Project no: 37801718

Subject: Monthly Operations Report

Dear Mrs. Joni Scott

Jacobs Engineering
606 Hannah Ave.

Traverse City, Ml 49686
T 231-922-4922

This report covers our operations and maintenance activities for June 2026.

Yours sincerely,

et

Justin Straub

Operations Supervisor
231-631-7247
Justin.Straub@jacobs.com

Mark ] Huggard

Mark Huggard

Project Manager
231-313-5592
Mark.huggard@jacobs.com
Copies to: NLTUA Board
Jacobs Staff
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Executive Summary

This month's operations report highlights several key activities at the NLTUA facility.

* Submitted May DMR, meeting all compliance requirements.

* Adjusting/Monitoring air controls to decrease elevated Nitrate levels.
* 7 Residential Grinder Call outs (listed in Table below)

» To Date, 20 residentials have received “new style” grinder pumps.

* 4 Spare Grinders on hand

* Al liftstations received new Sensaphone dialers, accessible via app.

* Major rain event effecting multiple facets of the Village

Upcoming activities include:

*  Submittal of June 2026 DMR,

If there is anything you would like added to the monthly reports, please let us know.



Treatment Plant Operations and Maintenance

Last Year

Current Month Last Month

Influent flow daily average, GPD

Monthly electrical usage, Kw Hrs*

KwH per MG Treated

Because plant flows vary from month to month, electrical usage is normalized to the volume of
water treated. Reporting energy use as kilowatt-hours per million gallons (MG) treated allows for
more meaningful comparisons over time and helps identify changes in power consumption that
are independent of flow, such as increased heating demand during winter months.

We submitted the monthly Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) for June 2026. The facility was
out of compliance for a day in June for the Phosphorus parameter and the influent flow limit. All
other analytes were within compliance. These exceedances were attributed to the major rain
event that effected multiple facets of the Village, and those circumstances and analytical results

have returned to normal.

The following graph compares the plant influent flows of the reporting month last year to that
of 2026.

Treatment Plant Influent Flows - June 2026 vs 2025
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Collection System Operations and Maintenance

Collection System

No Collection System callouts for the month of June.

Lift Stations

There were no Liftstation callouts for the month of June

Grinder Pump Responses

As part of our due diligence to reduce repeated call-out repairs to residential grinders, we perform the
following checks at each visit.

AN N N N N

Tighten all control connections within the control cabinet.

Remove grease and debris from grinder tank.

Remove all grease buildup from float switches.

Verify all float switches operate properly and are positioned properly.
Confirm proper pump operation.
Verify alarm light is operational and audible alarm, if applicable.
Inspect wetwell components.

Replace both the start and run capacitors.
Inform homeowners of findings and what not to put in their sewer.

The following table summarizes our grinder pump responses. More details can be provided on

request.

Location

Alarm/Issue

Resolution

6/1/2026 12161 Indian Beach Rd Resident Call Tested pump and components, all
oK
6/4/2026 13555 Northport Point Rd Continuous Running Stop float failure, replaced
Pump
6/7/2026 11115 North Shore Dr Alarm Light On Replaced potential relay
6/11/2026 11251 North Shore Dr High Level/Motor Repaired damage from Plumber,
Overload further work needed by electrician
6/13/2026 13717 Northport Point Rd Continuous Running Replaced Stop and Start floats
Pump
6/21/2026 10915 North Shore Dr Alarm Light/Overload | Pump clogged with wipes, cleared
grease and wipes from well
6/29/2026 13621 Northport Point Rd Pump not Running Replaced pump, capacitors and
contactor




On The Horizon

Estimated time of

completion
Quarterly Monitoring Well Sampling | Scheduled for Jacobs Completion Completed
Low Pressure Gravity Flushing Scheduled for Completion Completed
Semi-Annual Mixer PMs Scheduled for Jacobs Completion Completed
ARV Inspections After Action Report Submitted Completed
Annual manhole inspections Scheduled for Jacobs Completion Completed
Ferric chloride room assessment Jacobs Provided Scope of Work In Progress
Solids Settling Basin Cleanout Scheduled for Jacobs Completion Fall 2026
Capacity Study Process has begun Fal 2026
Solids Handling Evaluation Proposal Provided 18D
Forcemain Cleaning and Rehab Bid Requests Sent Out 2-9-26 TBD

Financial Report

Current Reporting Month May-26 Comments

{Repairs Spending Treatment Plant Current Month S 175.84

Repairs Spending Treatment Plant Year to Date $ 2,659.08

lRepaits Spending Residential Grinder Pumps Current Month ) 3,177.72

Repairs Spending Residential Grinder Pumps Year to Date S 5,798.94

Repair Spending Collection System (lift stations/sewer) Current Month S 1,659.04 [$1,176.65-Grainger supply
2.39 MCMaster Cars

[Repair Spending Callection System {lift stations/sewer) Year to Date $ 5,213.33 |

IRepairs Hours Treatment Plant Current Month -

lRepalrs Hours Treatment Plant Year to Date 180.95

|Repairs Hours Residential Grinder Pumps Current Month 51.00

|Repairs Hours Residential Grinder Pumps Year to Date 138.50

| R

[Repair Hours Collection System {lift stations/sewer) Current Month 35.00

Repair Hours Collection System (lift stations/sewer) Year to Date 164.50

[Total Repair Hours Current Month 86.00

[Total Repair Spending Current Month $ 5,012.60

Total Repair Hours Year to Date 483.95

_&e_palrs Hours Budget Remaining {Limit 300 Hrs) (183.95)

[Total Repair Spending Year to Date $ 13,671.35

Repair Spending Budget Remaining (Limit $8,000} S (5.671.35)

[Total Repair Hours 2025 683.95

[Total Repair Spending 2025 S 14,564.73
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Quote
231.941.9664
1505 Premier St. [ Date Quote #
Traverse City, Ml 49686 l 2/9/2026 124871
Sold To
JACOBS
Quote valid until P.O. No.
3/11/2026
Description Amount
-Fabricate Aluminum Platform With Safety Rails For Nortﬁport Waier Tre;atment -
Facility
2" X 2" X 1/8" ALUMINUM SQUARE TUBE | 231.84T
2" X 4" X 1/4" ALUMINUM ANGLE [ 271.20T
1" X 1" X 1/8" ALUMINUM SQUARE TUBE 108.36T
1.25" Schedule 40 Aluminum Pipe 196.80T
1.5" SCHEDULE 40 ALUMINUM PIPE 23.04T
1/4 INCH 6061 ALUMINUM SHEET 275.03T
1-1/2" X 3/16" Aluminum Serrated Bar Grating 862.44T
Mounting Hardware & Consumables 60.00T
Steel Fab Labor-NO TAX 7,680.00
Sales Tax 121.72

We Ask For Half Down As A Deposit Before Work
Begins, This Quote Is To Act As A Contract And To
Be Signed And Returned With The Deposit

SIGN HERE ] ] Total $9,830.43




Landia, Inc NC Corporation Number: 210229028
2700 Gateway Centre Blvd,, Suite #100 E-mail: info@landiainc.com
Morrisville, NC 27560 Website: www.landiainc.com

Phone: 919.466.0603 FAX: 919.460.1666

Quote 14841

Village of Northport, Mi Page 10of1
P.O. Box 158 Date 6/10/2026
Northport, MI-49670 Customer no. 2313865182
USA Job no. 37996
Your ref. REPLACEMENT QUOTE
Part no. Description Qty. Total

Replacement mixer for S/N 85570
POP-1 4.9 HP-180 rpm, ms112, EM 1010, 1:4,5

1128303 POP-1 4.9 HP-180 rpm, ms112, EM 1010, 1:4,5 1 PCS
7917120 Deduction for propeller, POP-1 EM1010 -1 PCS
7010067 Seal control sensor, excl. efectronic part, 1 PCS
MPTK/POD/POP/POPL/DG horizontal
7917178 Extra per m cable SOOW 7AWG14 18,5 3 M
7917010 Option, 2-comp. coating, POP-I/DG-l ms112-160 1 PCS
7917234 Cable mesh including st. steel carabiner hook 1 PCS
9280008 Oil sealing ring, st. steel 180x210x15 1 PCS
The mixer does not include the propeller, lifting bracket
or sliding console. These items to be transferred from the old
mixer by plant personnel prior to installation into the tank.
The price includes delivery and current lead time is 9-11 weeks.
The price does not include sales tax. If applicable, sales tax will
be added to the invoice.
Total USD 17,947.00
Delivery address Country of origin: Denmark
Jacobs Delivery terms: Delivered Duty Paid
606 Hannah Avenue Payment terms: Net 30 days
Traverse City, MI-49686 See Landia’s terms of sales and delivery: www.landiainc.com

USA
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July 2, 2026

Joni L. Scott, Clerk

Northport Leelanau Township Utility Authority (“NLTUA”)
Village of Northport

16 W. Nagonaba Street

P. O. Box 336

Northport, MI 49670

Dear Joni,

This letter addresses the question of whether the Richardson’s “Parcel A” within their
property on Woolsey Lake Road is required to connect to the NLTUA Sewer System
following a land division. My conclusion is that Parcel A is required to connect - as are other
parcels resulting from the land division. My recommendations for the enforcement protocol
follow.

Background

There is a property located in Leelanau Township (“Township™) with an address of
13172 Woolsey Lake Road identified by Parcel No. 008-225-025-20 (“Property”). It is owned
by Todd and Sarah Richardson, according to Leelanau County Equalization (“LCE”) records.
The map below shows the Property included in the NLTUA Sewer System’s Special
Assessment District (“SAD”). It is the long parcel which borders E. Woolsey Lake Road to
the north and Northport Point Road to the south. At the time the Property was included in the
SAD, it consisted of about 9.6 acres and was assessed at $10,100 as part of the SAD.
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July 2, 2026
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In 2021, the Property was subject to a land division that was processed by the Township officials. The
Property was split into three resulting parcels as shown below:

J L. L LV
+10081225:02671 0[S
-4 {,'14’ .

A PROK INAL LINITED EIABILTEY CONPANY




Letter to Joni L. Scott
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A 5.6 -acre parcel was created with frontage on Woolsey Lake Road (“Parcel A”) See blue outline. Parcel
B and Parcel C were created to the south of Parcel A - each consisting of two acres and both parcels having
frontage on Northport Point Road. (See parcels with the red borders south of Parcel A.) Recent LCE records
continue to show that the Richardsons own all three parcels.

The Richardsons later obtained a land use permit from the Township to construct a single-family home on
Parcel A and they also installed an on-site septic system on Parcel A. There is a NLTUA sewer line lying within
the Northport Point Road right of way (or “ROW?™). There is no sewer line within the E. Woolsey Lake Road
ROW.

Issues

In your email to me, you indicated that under the foregoing circumstances, the NLTUA Board has posed
the following questions with respect to Parcel A:

1. Whether Parcel A can still be required to connect to the public sanitary sewer system.

2. What enforcement authority the NLTUA has in this situation, particularly where the Township
did not require connection at the time of land division.

3. Whether the installation of a septic system in this instance is a violation of the Rules and
Regulations, and if so, what remedies are available to the Authority.

4. Any recommended next steps for the Authority to ensure compliance and protect the integrity
of the system and SAD.

The questions are addressed individually below:
Question 1
Should the structure on Parcel A be required to connect to the public sanitary sewer system?

Answer

Yes.
Discussion

The NLTUA’s Sewer System is primarily governed by its Rules and Regulations (or “R&R”). !

! Note the R&R that I have are dated July 7, 2008.

A PROFESSIONAL LINTEED LEABILITY CONMPANY
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R&R Sec. 3.4 Connection to Public Sewer Required if Available; Time Limit states:

(a) Structures on property in which sewer originates, abutting any street, alley, right-of-way, or
easement where there is located an Available Public Sanitary Sewer line shall be connected
to that line in accordance with these Rules and Regulations. Connection shall be required
within ninety (90) days after notice (by first-class mail) from the Superintendent to connect.
Connection shall also be undertaken as required by the County Health Department, or by
another regulatory body, a municipality, or by statute. [Emphasis added]

R&R Sec. 2.1 defines an “Available Public Sanitary Sewer” as a public sanitary sewer line located in a
right-of-way, easement, highway, street, or public way which crosses, adjoins, or abuts property in which sanitary
sewage originates, and which origination site is on property that is within the Special Assessment District (defined
below), or abuts a POTW sewer line. This definition also includes a public sanitary sewer line that is declared
“available” by statute.

Pursuant to the above R&R sections, there is an available sewer line that abuts Parcel B and Parcel C
along Northport Point Road, but there is no available line on E. Woolsey Road. Based on the aerial photo above,
with the parcel lines drawn in, and the LCE legal description of Parcel A, my estimate is that the new single-
family home on Parcel A is located around 1,000 feet from the sewer line within the Northport Point Road ROW.

Two immediate subquestions come to mind with these facts in mind:

Subquestion 1:

Does the 1,000- foot distance to connect Parcel A’s home to the sewer line allow an exception to the R&R
connection requirement?

Answer
No.
Subquestion 2

Does the land division creating new Parcels B and C, separating Parcel A from the available sewer line,
allow Parcel A to escape from the connection requirement?

Answer
No.

> Cms g T e e
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Subquestion 1 (Analysis)

There is a set of Michigan state statutes that parallel the R&R (requiring connection to an available sewer
system). This reflects the general state public health goal to encourage connection to available municipal sewer
systems and to discontinue reliance on on-site septic systems.

MCL 333.12753 (1) states:

Structures in which sanitary sewage originates lying within the limits of a city, village, or township
shall be connected to an available public sanitary sewer in the city, village, or township if required
by the city, village, or township.

MCL 333.12751 (c ) states an "Available public sanitary sewer system":
means a public sanitary sewer system located in a right of way, easement, highway, street, or public

way which crosses, adjoins, or abuts upon the property and passing not more than 200 feet at the
nearest point from a structure in which sanitary sewage originates. [Emphasis added]

Notably, the definition of an “available” sewer system within MCL 333.12751(c) includes the requirement
that the system lie within “200 feet” of the structure at issue. By contrast, the R&R definition of an available
sewer system under the definition in Section 2.1 does not have a 200-foot limitation. The R&R definition merely
references whether or not the sewer line “crosses” “abuts” or is “adjacent” to the property at issue.

Newell v. Village of Otter Lake, a 2011 unpublished decision of the Michigan Court of Appeals, Docket
No. 299543, provides guidance on this question. In Newell, the Village of Otter Lake had a sewer ordinance with
virtually the same language as R&R’s definition requiring connection where a sewer line “crosses, adjoins or
abuts a parcel upon which a Structure is located”. Ther was no reference to a 200-foot limitation. In Newell, a
landowner’s home was located more than 400 feet from a road where the sewer line was located. The landowner
argued that the 200-foot limitation in the state statute pre-empted the Village’s broader requirement similar to that
in the NLUTA’s R&R.

The Court of Appeals rejected the landowner’s argument and held that the Village sewer ordinance could
apply the stricter standard. Newell commented:

We cannot find a direct conflict here, because the ordinance merely expands upon the
definition provided by the statute. . . The ordinance essentially “goes further” than the statute, and
we find no direct conflict between the provisions”.

Plaintiffs contend that the state scheme “occupies the field of regulation” and that,
therefore, the ordinance is preempted. We disagree. As noted in Attorney General v Detroit, 225
Mich 631, 637; 196 NW 391 (1923): “In matters of public health, of police, and numerous other
activities, the municipality acts as an agent of the state. It owns waterworks and electric light plants
as proprietors, and its management of them are matters of local concern, as are numerous other
activities pertaining to the locality as distinguished from the state at large.” . . .
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Clearly, a sewer system is a matter of local concern and relates to public health. Moreover,
the village ordinance in question is not inconsistent with state law but merely expands upon state
law.

In short, the Newell decision supports a NLTUA position that a structure located on property that abuts or
adjoins a sewer line property must connect to the sewer line even though the structure is more than 200 feet from
the sewer line — as is the case with the structure on the Richardson’s Parcel A. Namely, before the land division,
the underlying 9.6-acre Richardson Property adjoined the existing sewer line within Northport Point Road.

Although Newell is an unpublished COA opinion and is not direct precedent, it is worth noting that the
landowner sought leave to have the case heard by the Michigan Supreme Court, which after briefing on the
question, denied leave to appeal the COA decision - strengthening the COA’s opinion in my view.

Subquestion 2 (Analysis)

Given the Newell ruling, and given the overall intent of NLTUA’s Sewer System and corresponding SAD,
the Richardsons’ unilateral decision to carve up their original 9.6 acre Property to create three sub parcels should
not enable them to escape the R&R’s sewer connection requirement.

For example, despite the land division, it remains undisputed that the whole 9.6- acre Property was
originally included in the Sewer System SAD and assessed therein. My assumption is that when the SAD was
created years ago, the Richardsons, or their predecessor in title, would have had an opportunity to object to the
Property’s inclusion within the SAD at that time — and did not, or were unsuccessful if they did. A brief review
of the Sewer System Bond and SAD documents shows certain financing assumptions were made based upon an
established set of properties remaining within the Sewer System SAD.?

Without an exhaustive review of SAD law in general, I am not otherwise aware of SAD law that would
allow a property to leave a SAD by subdividing the property.

Question 2

What enforcement authority does the NLTUA have in this situation, particularly where the Township did
not require connection at the time of the land division?

Answer

Based on the discussion above, in my view the Township’s grant of the land division creating Parcels A,
B and C has no bearing on the right of the NLTUA to enforce the sewer connection requirements of the R&R.
The triggering event here was the Richardsons’ placement of a single-family structure on Parcel A within the
whole Property originally subject to the SAD. The NLTUA can enforce R&R Section 3.4 requiring the structure

2 I noted, in particular, Mr. Robert Bendzinski’s letter dated November 6, 2006 reciting several of these assumptions.
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on Parcel A to connect to the Sewer System and can enforce R&R 3.2 to require the Richardsons to stop using
the septic system.

Question 3

Is the Richardsons’ installation of a septic system on Parcel A (within the original Property) a violation of
the R&R and if so, what remedies are available to the Authority?

Answer

Yes. Installation and use of a septic tank is a violation of R&R Section 3.2 stated below:

Sec. 3.2 Privies and Septic Tanks.
Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault,

septic tank or septic system, cesspool, holding tank, or other facility intended or used for the
disposal of sewage in any area to which the System is available, as “availability” is defined in
these Rules and Regulations, by state law, or by Ordinance.

The R&R remedies are discussed in R&R Atrticle 8.

Recommendation

In the context of the foregoing discussion, the following should occur:

1. NLTUA'’s designated Superintendent should send a “90-Day Notice” to the Richardsons advising
them of their duty to connect to the Sewer System within 90 days. The Notice should be sent by
First Class Mail to their home address based on the conclusions in this letter. Pursuant to Steve
Mann'’s email comments, dated June 25, 2026, it is recommended that the Notice proceed under
both the signature of the NLTUA Superintendent and the appropriate representative of Leelanau
Township. Per Steve, this is reflective of MCL 333.12753 which grants specific powers to a city,
village or township to require connection to a sewer system.

2. The Notice should also contain a drawing showing the approximate location of the Sewer Line be
connected to within Northport Point Road.

3. The Notice should request that the Richardsons discontinue use of the on-site septic system upon
connection to the Sewer System.

4. The Notice should be designed in a recordable form so that it can be recorded in the chain of title
of Parcels A, B and C so that the Richardsons do not sell any of parcels to new buyers who may
be unaware of this duty. Should Parcel B or Parcel C be sold, there would be additional
complications.
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5. If the Richardsons do not connect, then the NLTUA has a right to bring a Circuit Court
enforcement action.

The above recommendations are based on R&R Sections 3.2, 3.4 and the parallel MCL 333.15754 under

state law. Please contact me with any questions or concerns.
y A

Thomas A. Grier

Sincerely,
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